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Laurel dad keeps son’s memory alive by reaching out to other military families

By Linda Blachly
Managing Editor

They call them fallen heroes.
Casualties of war. Men and women
who died for our freedom and for a
cause. A club that no one wants to be
in. Five thousand of them and count-
ing as the war in Iraq and
Afghanistan stretches into the sixth
year.

To many of us they are statistics,
not a loved one who has left an emp-
ty seat at the table and in our hearts.
We don’t want to picture the faces
because we don’t want to feel the
pain of losing a loved one. But to
those 5,000 families who have got-
ten that knock at the door at 10:30 at
night, it’s a show stopper.

For Eric Herzberg, of Laurel,
his world changed forever on Oct.
21, 2006, when he learned that his
20-year-old son, Marine Corps
Lance Cpl. Eric W. Herzberg, was
killed by a sniper in Baghdad. He
had been deployed July 14, 2006.

“On a good day, it feels like a
full body migraine,” the elder
Herzberg told his church congrega-

tion at Cedar Ridge Church in Bur-
tonsville, shortly after his death. “On
a bad day, it feels like a burning ball
of fire that wants to consume you.”
Rather than be consumed by the
grief, Herzberg chose to make some-

thing positive out of Eric’s death.
Drawing from his deep faith in
God, Herzberg is now fueled by a
sense of purpose for his life and car-
rying on the legacy of his son. He
works with charcoal portrait artist

PHOTO ON LEFT BY LINDA BLACHLY
Eric Herzberg (left) stands in front
of pictures of his son Eric, who
was killed in Iraq. Above, the por-
trait of Eric and his son by artist
Michael Reagan.

Michael Reagan to reach out to fam-
ilies of fallen heroes.

Shortly after Eric’s death, Rea-
gan drew a portrait of the father and

See Hero, page 4
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